
 
 
 
 
 

We Welcome You 
We welcome you to Pastorate #1. If you would like to 
become a member of one of our parishes, . For those 
who are interested in becoming Catholic or returning 
to the Catholic faith, please contact the parish office.   
Sacraments:  
Pastorate Daily Mass Times 
8:15 a.m.-St. Charles Church (Tues, Wed) 
8:15 a.m.-St. Mary Church, Bloomington (Thurs, Fri) 
8:15 a.m.-St. Clement Church (Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri) 
8:15 a.m.-St. Andrew Church (Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri) 
Reconciliation        
Saturdays except December 23-  
8:00-9:00 a.m. at St. Mary Church, Bloomington 
8:00-9:00 a.m. at St. Clement Church, Lancaster 
3:45-4:15p.m. at St. Charles Church, Cassville 
4:00-4:45 p.m. at St. Clement Church, Lancaster 
7:15-7:45 p.m. at St. Mary Church, Glen Haven 
Baptism 
May God bless our new parents! Please contact the 
parish office to schedule the baptism of your child 
and to attend a baptismal preparation session.   
Marriage 
Congratulations on your upcoming marriage! Please 
call the parish office at least six months before the 
wedding. One of the parties must be a practicing 
Catholic. 
Anointing of the Sick 
If someone is seriously ill, hospitalized, or is dying, 
please contact the Bloomington parish office immedi-
ately. Please call the parish office if there is someone 
who would like to be included in the Mass prayers. 
Vocations 
Please contact a parish office if you or someone you 
know would like to learn more about becoming a 
priest, brother, sister, deacon, or lay church minister. 
Please pray for more vocations to the priesthood and 
all religious ministries! 
Our Catholic School-Faith, Family and        
Academic Excellence                                
To register your child, please call Mrs. Kelly Copsey 
at 608-994-2435 for St. Mary School or Mrs. Cheryl 
Junk at 608-725-5173 for St. Charles Montessori           
Education Program. St. Mary and St. Charles admits 
students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin. 
 

Bulletin Notices - Please submit bulletin notices to 
the parish office (sunday7@tds.net) by Monday. 
 

St. Charles Parish Office Hours (608) 725-5595 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 9:00 a.m.-noon  
stchas@tds.net (Cheryl Junk)  
St. Mary’s Parish Office Hours (608) 994-2526 
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.                         
sunday7@tds.net  (Julie M Jentz) 

Rev. Stephen Brunner 
frsteve@saintclementparish.com 

Rev. Mark Miller   
frmark@saintclementparish.com 

Rev. Sudhakar Reddy Devarapu 
frsud@saintclementparish.com  

 

608-723-4990 

St. Mary & St. Charles 
St. Mary & St. John Parishes        

Catechism of the Catholic Church 
719 John the Baptist is "more than a prophet." In him, the Holy Spirit 
concludes his speaking through the prophets. John completes the 
cycle of prophets begun by Elijah. He proclaims the imminence of 
the consolation of Israel; he is the "voice" of the Consoler who is 
coming. As the Spirit of truth will also do, John "came to bear wit-
ness to the light." In John's sight, the Spirit thus brings to completion 
the careful search of the prophets and fulfills the longing of the an-
gels. "He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he 
who baptizes with the Holy Spirit. And I have seen and have borne 
witness that this is the Son of God. . . . Behold, the Lamb of God."  

Our parish website: swwicatholicparishes.com   
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Gaudete Sunday 
Today we celebrate Gaudete Sunday, guadete meaning 
rejoice in Latin. We rejoice this Sunday, knowing that 
we are over halfway through this period of preparation 

and that Jesus’ coming is so close that we can feel it in our very 
being. We will sing, “My soul rejoices in my God” in the           
responsorial psalm. Let us take a moment today to put all the 
Christmas planning and worries aside and reflect on the                
wonderful gift God gave us in Jesus.                                                             
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 Why do we believe in Jesus and the Catholic Church? 
Why should we continue to do so? We’ve never seen him face-
to-face (at least not most of us, I assume). Most of us have         
never had mystical visions of angels or saints. We live in the 
same world as our atheist and secularists friends. Why do we 
believe in Christ if we’ve never seen him?  
 The simple, symbolic answer the Gospel presents to us 
this week might surprise us: we believe because of John the 
Baptist. Early in John’s Gospel we hear: “There was a man 
sent from God, his name was John. He came for testimony, 
to bear witness to the light, that all might believe through 
him.” John the Baptist powerfully announces Jesus. This is a              
historical fact, and it is also now a pattern at work in our lives. 
 John the Baptist stands for the entirety of the old cove-
nant, everything entrusted to the Jewish people. And yet he 
prophetically opens the door to something entirely new in          
Jesus, to the revival and fulfillment of God’s promises. In every 
generation, and in every human life, God continues to do this. 
He has done it through people named Augustine, Francis, Cath-
erine, Theresa, and countless others. In my life, this has come 
through persons named Eric, Paul, Mary, and Ron.   
 I challenge you to name at least three people through 
whom God has announced the coming of Jesus in your life. 
Consciously thank God for their testimony. And let’s commit 
ourselves to listening to the spirit of John the Baptist testify 
again this week so that we might more strongly believe in the 
light.        
— Father John Muir 
 

Scripture for the week of December 18, 2023 
Monday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25 
Tuesday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25  
Wednesday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38 
Thurs.: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21/Lk 1:39-45  
Friday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Lk 1:46-56 
Saturday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14/Lk 1:57-66  
Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 (2a)/Rom 
16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38 

Weather Related Mass Cancelations            
  Fr. Steve, Fr. Mark and Fr. Sudhakar are committed 
to having Mass at all of our parishes this winter. However, if 
there are times that it is too dangerous for them to travel due to 
snow or ice, Mass may have to be canceled. If this happens we 
will have the announcement on the local radio stations, website 
and social media. 

Pastorate Christmas Mass Schedule            
Christmas Eve Masses on December 24                             

4:00 p.m. at St. Mary Church, Bloomington                  
4:00 p.m. at St. Charles Church, Cassville                        
4:00 p.m. at St. Clement Church, Lancaster                       
8:00 p.m. at St. Mary Help of Christians Church, GH 
8:00 p.m. Mass at St. Andrew Church, Tennyson                  
Christmas Day Masses on December 25           
9:00 a.m. at St. Clement Church, Lancaster                  
9:00 a.m. at St. John Church, Patch Grove                      
9:00 a.m. at St. Thomas Church, Potosi                          

Liturgy Schedule     
Sat. 12/16  8:00-9:00 AM Adoration                     (Bloomington)                    
           4:30 PM    Pete & Eileen Brinkman and deceased  
                              family members                        (Cassville) 
           8:00 PM     Marie Stelpflug                    (Glen Haven) 
Sun. 12/17  8:00 AM   Pro Populo                          (Patch Grove) 
           10:00 AM   Gene & Lucille and Gary Vogt          
                                             

Mon. 12/18  8:15 AM   No Mass                              (Bloomington) 
Tues.  12/19  8:15 AM   Catherine (Katie) Abing         (Cassville) 
Wed.       12/20  8:15 AM   Bud & Ethel Shaben                (Cassville) 
            8:45 AM  Adoration                                   (Cassville) 
Thurs.  12/21  8:15 AM  Damien Hoeper                   (Bloomington)  
Fri. 12/22  8:15 AM  Lyle and Allan Taylor        (Bloomington) 
  

Sat. 12/23  8:00-9:00 AM No Adoration               (Bloomington)                    
           4:30 PM    Pro Populo                                 (Cassville) 
           8:00 PM   Frank VanBogaert            (Glen Haven) 
Sun. 12/24 8:00 AM   No Mass                                (Patch Grove) 
           9:00 AM   Sharon Davis and Byron & Barbara  
              Davis                                    (Bloomington) 
           4:00 PM   Deceased parish members  (Bloomington) 
            4:00 PM   Helen Badula                             (Cassville) 
           8:00 PM   Greg Adrian and Paul Blum                           
                 (Glen Haven) 

Dec. 23 & 24 Weekend Mass Schedule                                         
Fr. Steve - Saturday 5:00 p.m. at Lancaster &Sunday 
9:00 a.m. at Lancaster 
Fr. Mark - Sat. 8:00 p.m. at Glen Haven and Sunday 
9:00 a.m. at Bloomington  
Fr. Sudhakar – Saturday 4:30 p.m. at Cassville and                   
Sunday 9:00 a.m. at Tennyson 
*This schedule may change due to weather or illness.  

Where are we in the process of Into the 
Deep? December 2023 
Dear Parishioners of Pastorate #1: 
 Thank you to all of our pastoral council members 
who met with me in November. We have determined which 
members would like to participate in the Transition Team in 
order to make the Into the Deep Initiative more successful. 
They are: 

Gary Mumm (St. Mary’s) 
Cindy Morgan (St. John’s) 
Cliff Tennyson (St. Charles) 
Shirley Straka (Ss. Andrew and Thomas)  
Jeff Vorwald (Ss. Andrew and Thomas) 
Bill Manthe (St. Clement) 
Carol Bass (St. Clement) 
Ed Breuer (St. Mary Help of Christians) 

 We will be meeting this month to start the discussion 
of the naming of our new pastorate. I look forward to letting 
you know when that is and further details as they come about.  
 May God bless you, 
 Fr. Steve 



 St. Mary Church, Bloomington                                                 St. John Church, Patch Grove

Family Faith Formation   
The next class will be held at St. Charles School,  
Cassville on Wednesday, January 10 at 6:45 p.m.                  

Thank You’s     
 Thank you to everyone who helped with Bishop           
Hyings’s visit. Thank you to the ladies from our parishes for 
donating the delicious bars and cookies for the reception.        
 Thank you to the wonderful volunteers who helped to 
make sure that St. Mary’s sidewalks and steps were clean after 
the recent snowfalls.    
 Thank you to Gary Mumm for taking the aluminum 
cans to be recycled. St. Mary’s School received $144.00 from 
the cans.       
 Thank you to generous individuals who have blessed 
our parishes with financial gifts and Harvest Fund contribu-
tions during the Advent season.     
 Thank you to Scenic Rivers Energy Cooperative for 
the generous donation of $1,000.00 and to the WGLR Holiday 
Auction for the generous donation of $800.00 to St. John’s 
Food Pantry. Thank you to the many individuals and organiza-
tions who generously support the Food Pantry.  

PARISH FINANCIAL UPDATES                             
 PLEASE HELP US PAY OUR EXPENSES                             
St. Mary’s Collections for the period ending December 7, 2023                         
Church Support….………………………………………...$1,080.00                   
Offertory……………………………………………………...$159.00                   
Harvest Fund………………………………………………$1,350.00             
Catholic Herald………………………………………………..$20.00                   
St. Mary School Alumni Fund Memorial………………...$4,000.00           
3K Fees……………………………………………………….$321.00            
St. John’s Parish Reimbursement for Expenses………...$2,388.48             
Rent of Parish Facilities……………………………………..$150.00             
 St. Mary’s families are asked to generously contribute 
toward the support of parish expenses. Single members are asked 
to contribute $500.00 and family are asked to contribute 1,000.00. 
Families are also asked to contribute to the Harvest Fund.                       
St. John’s Collections for the week ending on December 7, 2023                       
Church Support……………………………………………...$340.00                   
Offertory……………………………………………………...$177.75                
 St. John’s families are asked to generously contribution 
toward the support of parish expenses.                     

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL NEWS           
Faith, Family and Academic Excellence                     
We enjoyed having Mass with Bishop Hying on              
Monday, December 11, and having him visit with the 
students after Mass. 
The 5th - 8th grade students have been practicing the 

Christmas play to be presented on Monday, December 18, 
at 7:00 p.m. The rest of the student body is practicing their 
songs that they will be singing that evening. Everyone is     
invited to attend St. Mary’s School Christmas Program. 
 The Home and School Association is sponsoring a  
Calendar Raffle for the month of January. Please contact the 
school office at 608-994-2435 if you are interested in purchas-
ing a chance to win. All money must be turned in by                   
December 22.     
 Every year at this time we have what is called 
"Christmas Club" where people can donate money for gifts for 
the St. Mary Parish staff.  If interested you may leave a dona-
tion at the parish office or at school.  
SCRIP: SCRIP has many cards in stock for your gift giving 
needs. Many local businesses provide SCRIP gift certificates 
for this fundraiser for our school. Scrip is available at school 
and also at Economy Feed Mill or if you have a special order 
you may call Molly Breuer at 563-608-5734.                           

Decorating St. Mary’s for Christmas 
Volunteers are needed after the Sunday 10:00 a.m. 
Mass this Sunday, December 17 to help decorate           
St. Mary’s for Christmas. 
 
 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS 
We are asking the members of St. Mary’s and St. 
John’s churches to help decorate our churches for 

Christmas by purchasing poinsettias in memory of their loved 
ones. The prices for the flowers are $16.00 for a small  
poinsettia, $29.00 for a medium poinsettia, and $40.00 for a 
large poinsettia. Parishioners also have the option of making 
a donation to help offset the cost of decorating the churches. 
 Memorials may be dropped off at the parish office or 
put in the weekend collection by December 17. Please 
indicate on the envelope what size plant, which church it is 
being given to, the name of the person(s) and your name. 

 
 

      
     NO 8:00 a.m. Mass at St. John’s on December 24  
 

      St. Mary Ministry Schedule for December 24, 2023 
                           9:00 a.m. Sunday Mass     
           Lector:  Jeff Davis  
           Communion:  Sue Gotto 
           Sacristan:  Jeff Davis 
           Gifts:  Volunteers Needed 
           Ushers:  Dan Bierman, Jeff Myhre 
           Server:  Meghyn & Sawyer Breuer 
                      4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass     
           Lector:  Deb Campbell   
           Communion:  Deb Campbell, Pat Casey 
           Sacristan:  Pat Casey 
           Gifts:  Matt & Kim Vogt family 
           Ushers:  Mike Mumm, Mike Mergen,  
  Gary Mumm, Dave Mergen 
           Servers:  Libby & Tessa Vogt 
           St. John’s Ministry Schedule for December 25, 2023 
           9:00 a.m. Christmas Mass 
       Lector:          Bill Mergen 
          Communion:  Michelle Breuer 
          Ushers:  Tom Breuer, Roger McKinney 
          Servers:  Katie Tolle, Avery Needham  

2023 HARVEST FUND                                                                     
Thank you to everyone who has contrib-
uted to St. Mary’s Harvest Fund!  We are 

very gratefully to the families who have given 
donations totaling $21,655.00 so far. We hope all 
of our parish members will be able to share their 
bounty and blessings to help with fall and winter 
expenses for the parish. We appreciate all                
contributions large or small and thank the many 
generous parishioners for their continued support.     

Goal: 
$50,000 
$45,000  
$40,000 
$35,000 
$30,000 
$25,000 
$20,000 
$15,000 
$10,000 
$5,000 
$0 

 

Help Needed With Snow Removal              
 Winter weather has arrived. We are in need of 
someone(s) to keep St. Mary’s Church steps and sidewalks 
clear of snow and ice this winter. We will pay $20/hr. and 
the parish has two snow blowers available.  Please contact 
the parish office at 608-994-2526 for more information 
about this position.                    



St. Charles Church, Cassville                                                                                      St. Mary Church, Glen Haven  

Re lection       
“Rejoice always.  Pray without ceasing.  Give thanks 
in all circumstances, for this is the will of God for 
you in Christ Jesus.” – 1 Thessalonians 5:16 - 18 

 “Rejoice always” means place your trust in God; He 
will provide all that you need.  “Pray constantly” means prayer 
should be a running conversation with God throughout the 
whole day, every day.  “Give thanks in all circumstances” 
means even in bad situations, thank God.  Suffering a little bit 
helps build empathy for others in similar situations and shows 
our dependence on God. 
 

St. Peter Canisius - December 21 
 Born in Holland, St. Peter Canisius (May 8, 1521 – 
December 21, 1597) was a preacher, teacher, and writer 
throughout his whole life. At the age of 19, he received a mas-
ter’s degree from the university at Cologne. Soon afterwards, 
St. Peter met Peter Faber, the first disciple of Ignatius of Loyo-
la, who influenced him so much that he eventually joined the 
Society of Jesus. 
 St. Peter Canisius founded colleges and seminaries, 
served as a missionary, cared for the sick or imprisoned, and 
wrote close to eight volumes of letters - many about St. Cyril 
of Alexandria and St. Leo the Great.  A man blessed with many 
talents, St. Peter Canisius is a wonderful example of a man 
who developed his talents to further God’s work here on earth.   
                             

PARISH FINANCIAL UPDATES          
 PLEASE HELP US PAY OUR EXPENSES              
  St. Charles, Cassville for December 2, 2023 
      Church Support….……………………………...$2,465.00 
 Offertory…………………………………………...$257.00     
 Catholic Herald……………………………………..$20.00 
 Flowers……………………………………………..$150.00 
 St. Charles suggested giving is $1,400.00 a year for a      
 married couple and $700.00 a year for a single 
 household.                                                                             
 St. Mary’s, Glen Haven for December 2, 2023 
 Church Support….………………………………..$910.00 
 Offertory…………………………………………….$59.00  

Advent Breakfast Thank You’s 
Thank you to all who supported our school by attend-
ing the breakfast and purchasing raffle tickets! Marge 
Tennessen won Top Prize of $100.Thank you to all 
who worked at the breakfast and to all who donated 
raffle and Santa’s Workshop items. Thank You to 

Chair Person's: Bobbi Jo Riedl, Holly Fishnick, Angela Adams 
and Judy Adrian. A special thank you to the following                         
businesses for their donations: Rosemeyer Management Group, 
Janet’s Flowers, Okey Market, Hair by Holly & Cassville 
Roots, Royal Bank, and Oak Haven Distillery, and S-N-T 
Transfer.  
                                    

Family Faith Formation Classes  
 The next class will be held at St. Charles School, 
Cassville on Wednesday, January 10 at 6:45 p.m.                  

 

Christmas Flower Memorials  
St. Charles Cassville Parish members and St. Mary's 
Help of Christian, Glen Haven: If you would like to 

request Christmas Memorial Flowers, please put the person you 
want listed for the memorial and your donation (any amount), 
in an envelope and drop it off or put it in the offertory collec-
tion. You may also mail it to P.O. Box 166, Cassville, WI, 
53806.  

 
 

Thank You’s 
Thank you to all who helped to decorate the    
churches for Advent and prepare for the Christmas 

season. 

Mass Intentions              
 Please contact Cheryl at the St. Charles Parish office 
at 608-725-5595 to schedule Masses at St. Charles or St. Mary 
Help of Christians Church the rest of 2023 and for 2024.          
 
 

          
                  St. Charles’ Ministry Schedule  
      4:30 p.m. Mass on December 23, 2023           
      Lector:  Bruce Boyum 
      Communion:  Judy Adrian 
      Servers:   Easton & Beckett Uppena  
      Ushers:              TBA   

      St. Mary’s, Glen Haven  
   8:00 p.m. Mass on December 23, 2023 
      Lector:  Cindi Breuer  
      Communion:  Cindi Breuer 
      Servers:  Timothy Breuer 
      Ushers:  Joe Breuer, Kurt Breuer       
      

   St. Charles’ Ministry Schedule  
      4:00 p.m. Mass on December 24, 2023           
      Lector:  Patty (Okey) Bowden  
      Communion:  Patty (Okey) Bowden 
      Servers:   Adams children   
      Ushers:              Dave Badula, Elijah & Raz Okey    

      St. Mary’s, Glen Haven  
   8:00 p.m. Mass on December 24, 2023 
      Lector:  Theresa Zimmer   
      Communion:  Theresa Zimmer 
      Servers:  Erin Adrian  
      Ushers:  Gerard & Zach Zimmer  

St. Mary Help of Christians Parish Council  
President: Joe Breuer  
Members: Ed Breuer, Sue Kuenster, Tracy Walz, John Smith, 
Doug White  

St. Charles Parish Council  
President: Denny Uppena  
Members: Judy Adrian, Suzanne Brinkman, Agnes Hughes, 
Isaac Okey, Gina Kartman, Cliff Tennessen, Joe Uppena 

St. Charles Catholic Montessori           
Early Education Program  

  If you have questions or if you would like to               
register your child, please contact Cassie Okey at                                     
cassie.okey@stcharlescassville.org. 

“O Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, I adore 
Thee profoundly. I offer Thee the most precious Body, 

Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ present in all the 
tabernacles of the world, in reparation for the outrages,  

sacrileges and indifferences by which He is offended. By the 
infinite merits of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immac-
ulate Heart of Mary I beg the conversion of poor sinners.”  - 

Angel’s Prayer at Fatima 
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WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER    

“I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, ‘make 
straight the way of the Lord.'”     

 Whose voice are you listening to, the world or God.  
Invite God into your marriage by taking part in a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Experience on Jan 26-28 in Brookfield, 
WI; Feb. 9-11 in Geneva, IL or March 9-10 in Wisconsin. Vis-
it our website at: alifetimeoflove.org or call (888) 574-5653.   

                       

The National Suicide & Crisis 
Lifeline-Call, text or chat 988 to reach a 
trained counselor. These trained counselors will 
listen, understand how problems are affecting a per-

son, provide support, and connect them to resources if  neces-
sary. There is help specifically for farmers.  

MEETINGS 
*January 9-St. Mary Parish Council meeting at 6:00 p.m. in 
Bloomington 
*January 16, 2024-Knights of Columbus #4416 meeting at 
7:30 p.m. at St. Mary Church, Bloomington 

EVENTS                                                              
*December 10-Bishop Donald Hying at St. Mary Church, 
Bloomington for an evening program 
*December 12- St. John’s Food Pantry 12:00-1:00 p.m. 
*December 17—Diocesan Choir and Chamber Orchestra 
performance A Service of Lessons and Carols, Madison           
December 18-Women + Wine & The Word Advent Study at 
St. Mary School from 4-5:00 p.m.  
*December 18-St. Mary’s Christmas Program 
*January 9, 2024- St. John’s Food Pantry 12:00-1:00 p.m. 
 
 

News from Songambele Hospital, Tanzania 
   Supplies have been purchased with the money 
raised this fall for Songambele Hospital in Tanzania.  Fr. 
Paul reports that two car loads of towels, fabric, etc. 
were purchased at the closest large city.  So far, staff at 
the hospital have sewn over 90 bed covers (bo om 
sheets) and sheets from bolts of fabric purchased.  
 “Thanks and prayers” from Fr. Paul. 
 
 

“JESUS AND THE EUCHARIST”  
STUDY GROUP! 

 All parishioners of PASTORATE 1! We are offering a 
7-Session “Jesus and the Eucharist” study group beginning in 
January. Our world is hurting, families are hurting, our hearts, 
too, many feel broken. We all need healing, yet many of us are 
separated from the very source of our strength, Jesus Christ, 
who saved us through His passion, death and resurrection.          
Jesus Christ invites us to be healed and return to the source and 
summit of our faith in the celebration of the Eucharist, where 
He gives Himself to us.  
 Please join us for this study at S.S. ANDREW-
THOMAS SCHOOL starting at 6:30 P.M. on the following 
dates: Monday, January 8 & 22; Monday, February 5 & 
19; and Monday, March 4, 18 & 25. Please email Kathy 
Bartels at samman@chorus.net or call 608 778-0855 to join 
the study group or if you have any questions. 

F ight all error, but do it with good humor, patience, kind-
ness, and love. Harshness will damage your own soul and 

spoil the best cause.—St. John Kanty 
 

Celebrate Life                                      

“The tests which modern society subjects Christians 
to, in fact, are many, and affect the personal and 

social life. It is not easy to be faithful to Christian marriage, 
practice mercy in everyday life, leave space for prayer and 
inner silence, it is not easy to publicly oppose choices that 
many take for granted, such as abortion in the event of an un-
wanted pregnancy, euthanasia in case of serious illness, or the 
selection of embryos to prevent hereditary diseases. The temp-
tation to set aside one’s faith is always present, and conversion 
becomes a response to God which must be confirmed several 
times throughout one’s life.” –Pope Benedict XVI  
 

Life Begins at Conception!   
 At 18 days a baby’s heart begins to beat and by 
the 43rd day after conception a baby’s brain is                       
coordinating movements. All of a baby’s organs are            
functioning at 8 weeks and a baby can smile, suck his/her 
thumb and make a fist by 12 weeks.                              
                        

Help is Available             
 If you need support for an unplanned pregnancy, 
please contact the Clarity Clinic of SW Wisconsin at 608-
348-5787 or email at clientservices@claritywi.com or the 
Women’s Care Center in Madison, WI at 608-241-8100.                                                                                                                   
For more information on pro-life issues, visit 
www.WisconsinRightToLife.org.   
     

St. Catherine Ministry: We are here to            
support families through miscarriage 
 St. Catherine Ministry is here to accompany anyone 
who has received the sad news of a miscarriage. From provid-
ing miscarriage kits to referring for burial sites to crying with 
you, we want to help because we have been there, too. It’s as 
simple as contacting St. Catherine Ministry director Laura 
Karlen at ljkarlen@hotmail.com or 608-445-2064.           
                      
Madison Retrouvaille Program                                      
 Is your marriage tearing you apart?  We invite you to 
find help through Retrouvaille, (ret-tro-vi), where husbands 
and wives are helped to re-discover each other. Couples               
discover they are not alone. There is hope and grace.                                                                                       
 The upcoming Retrouvaille program is January 26 – 
28, 2024 at the Green Lake Conference Center. Follow up            
sessions will be in Madison. Call 608-249-2377 or check our 
website at www.helpourmarriage.org. Your confidentiality is 
always respected. 

Cassville AA and Al-Anon Meetings  
 The AA meetings are every Thursday night at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Municipal Building in Cassville.                      

St. Mary Parish Council  
President: Melanie Mergen  
Members: Rose Bierman, Janet Patterson, RJ Osterhaus, Len 
Pritchett, Bill Mezera, Gary Mumm, Paul Wegmann  
St. John Parish Council  
Members: Cindy Morgan, Leo Breuer, Ray Breuer, McKenzie 
Stagman, Kayla Needham  
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